Nicodemus National Historic Site

National Park Service Mission

The National Park Service mission is to preserve unimpaired natural and cultural resources and values of the national park system for the enjoyment, education, and inspiration of this and future generations. The National Park Service cooperates with partners to extend the benefits of natural and cultural resource conservation and outdoor recreation throughout this country and the world. 

Park Enabling Legislation and Park Purpose

On November 12, 1996, Congress passed Public Law 104-333 (110 Stat. 4163) establishing Nicodemus National Historic Site. The legislation authorized the National Park Service to “preserve, protect and interpret for the benefit and enjoyment of present and future generations, the remaining structures and locations that represent the history (including the settlement and growth) of the town of Nicodemus, Kansas; and “to interpret the historical role of the town of Nicodemus in the Reconstruction period in the context of the experience of westward expansion in the United States.”

This text is repeated in the 2003 General Management Plan as the Park Purpose statement describing why the area was set aside and what specific purposes exist for the park.

Park Significance
Park significance statements describe the distinctiveness of the combined resources of a park. The statements can reflect upon natural, cultural, scientific, recreational, inspirational, and other resources. The statements embody the power of the place through a factual representation of what makes this place special. Usually stated as facts placed in relevant context, these statements summarize the essence of the importance of this park’s resources to our natural and cultural heritage. 

From the 2003 General Management Plan, Nicodemus is significant for the following reasons:

· At the end of Reconstruction, Nicodemus was platted as an African American community in rejection of the rampant racism of the post Civil War South and a key aspect of African Americans’ struggle to overcome obstacles to social, economic, and political equality.

· Nicodemus is a symbol of the African American pioneer spirit. It is the only western town established by African Americans at the end of Reconstruction that still remains, it represents a largely untold aspect of the story of western expansion and the settlement of the Great Plains.

· Nicodemus is one of the oldest continuously occupied African American towns in the West.

· The resources of Nicodemus represent the five pillars of many African American communities during the late 19th and 20th centuries: family/home, church, school, business, and traditions of mutual assistance that evolved into local government.

